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Difference between wireworms and Millipedes  

Wireworms Millipedes 

Whiteworm  



Lifecycle of Wireworms 

They pupate in the soil and 

emerge as adults in the spring.  

Spring-early summer 

Adults lay 100-200 

eggs in the soil 

Spring ï damage seeds 

and seedling roots  

Later Fall- hibernate in the 

soil. Return to the surface in 

the spring.  

 

Click  

beetles 

Larvae 

Fall damage root crops 

Span of life cycle can be 4-5 

years  



Where do they prefer to lay their eggs 

Sod fields 

Pasture fields 

Under-seeded Fields 

Undisturbed fields with green plant material are preferred  

Adults will also lay eggs in bare soil, 

egg survival may be compromised  

 



RESEARCH 2016-17 PEI 

ÅInsecticide Trials 

ÅIntercropping with Mustard  

ÅResults from a Buckwheat trial  

ÅResults from NELT Trials  

ÅClick beetle biology (Suqi)  

ÅClick Beetle Survey (Afternoon) 

 



EFFICACY OF NEW AND 

REGISTERED INSECTICIDES  
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Figure 1. Mean number of blemishes (holes +scars) per tuber following an 

in-furrow or seed-piece insecticide treatment at planting in Russet Burbank 

potatoes 2016. 
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Figure 2. Efficacy of in-furrow and seed-piece insecticides 

treatments on total and marketable yield for the processing 

market in Russet Burbank potatoes, 2016 

 



Using brown mustard as a nurse crop 

Brown Mustard was planted in the 

potato rows at 5 (2015) and 8 (2016)  

different dates throughout  over the 

Summer.   



Seeding date July 14  Seeding date July 30  Seeding date Aug 13  

Seeding date Aug 20  Seeding date Aug 28  

Growth of Brown mustard planted in the potato row on 

September 2015   



July 14 July 28 

Aug. 18 Aug. 4 Aug. 11 

July 21   

Aug. 25  Sept. 1 Check 

Mustard seeding date  



Mustard roots within potato zone  



July 14 July 28  

August 4 August 18 



Figure 1. Number of blemishes caused by wireworm feeding in plots 

planted with brown mustard as a nurse crop on 5 different dates during the 

growing season 2014  
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Figure 2. Number of blemishes caused by wireworm feeding in plots 

planted with brown mustard as a nurse crop on 5 different dates 

during the growing season 2015  
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Using Buckwheat to reduce wireworm populations.   



BARLEY/CLOVER 

BARLEY MOWED BARLEY DISKED 

BUCKWHEAT DISKED BUCKWHEAT MOWED 



Barley (August 4)  

Buckwheat  (August 4)  



Mowing and Disking (August 8) 



Buckwheat Mowed or Disked  
Barley Disked or Mowed  


