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Living Lab Atlantic –
PEIPB Projects:



Why Fall Cover Crops?
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Preventing Soil Erosion
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Reduce N Losses 
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Image:  https://kochagronomicservices.com/



Building Soil Carbon
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/87743206@N04/8053614949/in/dateposted/


Building Soil Carbon with fall cover crops
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Comparison Soil OM %
No Cover Crop

Soil OM %
Cover Crop 

All cover crops 2.18% 2.31%

Radish/Mustard 2.22% 2.44%

Spring Cereals 2.16% 2.23%



Weed Suppression
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Increasing Yields?
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Increasing Yields following Cover Crops
Total
Yield

cwt/ac

Total
Defects

%
Smalls

%
> 10 oz

%
Specific
Gravity

Market.
Yield

cwt/ac

Crop
Value
$/acre

Cover 344.5 5.5 7.0 17.8 1.088 306.8 $4414

No Cover 318.5 5.7 8.8 16.8 1.088 277.8 $3969

Diff: 26.0 -0.2 -1.8 1.0 0.000 29.0 $445

p value 0.017 0.883 0.044 0.682 0.974 0.014 0.023



Increasing Yields following Cover Crops
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Lots of Cover Crop Options…how to choose?
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Mid-August to Early September:
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Early September to Early October:
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After the first week of October:
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Making the right fall cover choice:
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Moving Forward with Fall Covers:
• Adoption rate of fall cover cropping in PEI potato rotations, based on 

PEIPB grower surveys:

• Lots of upward momentum for cover cropping in PEI.  Financial incentives 
from On-Farm Climate Action Fund should help drive adoption even 
higher.



Full-Season Soil-Building Crops
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Full-Season Soil-Building Crops
•

•

•

•



Full-Season Soil-Building Crops
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Full-Season Soil-Building Crops
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Find the crop that works for you!



Cash Crop-Only Rotations:
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Looking ahead:
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AIM Funding 
Partners:

Living Labs 
Partners:

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/styles/departments_feature_image/public/images/logos/peianalyticallab_webready_1.jpg?itok%3DG92Ims4H&imgrefurl=https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/agriculture-and-land/pei-analytical-laboratories-peial&tbnid=Y44AEnMQZ7R2OM&vet=12ahUKEwjKxq7sq6r2AhWCFVkFHYosAQEQMygBegQIARA-..i&docid=V-DzLFkHRJu4UM&w=263&h=107&q=pei%20analytical%20lab&ved=2ahUKEwjKxq7sq6r2AhWCFVkFHYosAQEQMygBegQIARA-


Thank You!


