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CAVEAT….



EXTRAS



UK POTATO LANDSCAPE



WHERE ARE WE



B&C Farming
oB&C Potatoes 1989

oB&C Farming in 1999/2000

oFocus on growing for a known customer/planned market

o2016 – I joined the business & Chris Day promoted to Technical Manager

o2018 - New seed store & grading line built increasing seed business by 30%  £1.6m investment

o2018 – first year growing seed for McCain and started seed cutting operation

o2020 – significant growth in area +550ha cropped

o2024 – new site acquired under lease to support growth and improve working efficiencies



Yard & Farm Site



TOTAL CROPS (HA)
sugar beet, 270

peas, 36

vetch, 5.2

cover crops, 283

environmental & game cover, 
420

fodder beet, 17

spring beans (seed), 12

Potatoes (Seed), 150
Potatoes (Ware), 120

Spring Barley (seed), 91

Spring Barley (malt), 173

Winter Barley (Seed), 77

Winter Barley (Malt), 301

Wheat (Seed), 40

Wheat (Feed), 262

Grass Seed, 57

Oil Seed Rape, 171
Mustard, 18

Total Area



CUSTOMERS



SEED GRADING & HANDLING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCbLv_hKE1g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCbLv_hKE1g


SEED GRADING & HANDLING CONT



SEED GRADING & HANDLING CONT



SEED GRADING & HANDLING CONT





SEED GRADING & HANDLING CONT



SEED STORAGE



SEED STORAGE CONT



SEED STORAGE CONT



SEED STORAGE



SEED CUTTING



SEED CUTTING CONT



SEED CUTTING



SEED - OTHER



PROCESSING GRADING & HANDLING



PROCESSING STORAGE



SPROUT SUPPRESSION



SOLAR INSTALLATION PLANNING



INVESTMENT IN SOLAR



SOLAR USAGE



PLANTING



SOILS

VESS SCORE 3 VESS SCORE 4VESS SCORE 2VESS SCORE 1



SPRAYING & CROP NUTRITION



Virus is our bête noir, growing seed in north Norfolk

More temperate climate usually equates to higher aphid population AND relatively high 
density of potato crops in the county

Risk based approach:
1. Virus test input seed

2. Understand risks from nearby crops 

3. Select field, planting date and variety according to susceptibility and risk

4. Proactive spray programme 

5. Multiple Aphid trap sites

6. Effective dessication programme

7. Virus test all seed lots – post dessication, pre-harvest! 

8. Full growing on test with NIAB CUF

9. Trialling new cultural control methods & full engagement with research community and academics

B&C FARMING VIRUS MANAGEMENT

IN SUMMARY – DO THE BASICS WELL, ATTENTION TO DETAIL



AND NOW LEARNING FIRST HAND..



TRIAL PLANS
McCain 2023 Regen Ag Trial North

B & C Farming WF9 Hydrant Hydrant Hydrant Hydrant Hydrant Hydrant Hydrant

Elland

P Index Wild flower headland Planted headland

K Index Drip header mains

N 180 kg/ha 185-150 m 230-110 m

Regen area 2.8 ha Min-till Sumo x2 Sumo x2 Min-till

Cover crop over whole area Non-destoned Bedformed, destoned Bedformed, destoned Non-destoned 

Compost N (@30 t/ha) 17 kg/ha CCM (12:4:4) fertilizer + 30 t/ha compost + K FYM/PM + AN + P + K

CCM rate 1357 kg/ha Drip-irrigated Gun-irrigated

Compost required 84 t IPM DSS pesticides Standard propholactic spray program Direction of planting

CCM required 2.71 t

Overlap area for cultivation comparison

Conventional area 3.3 ha

0 m 0 m

A B C D E F G H

0 m 70 m 140 m 235 m 330 m

Wild flower headland Planted headland



HARVESTING



WATER



CROP ANALYSIS



PEOPLE



WORKING WITH MCCAIN



CHALLENGES



OPPORTUNITIES



THANK YOU!


