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Foliar Disease Problems  
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Fusarium Dry Rot and Seed Piece Decay ð Fusarium spp.

Å external symptoms ï shrinking and shriveling of lesions

Å internal symptoms ï light to dark brown dry rot with 

   mycelium -filled cavities
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Fusarium seed decay in a pile of cut seed

A. Disease Problems at Planting  
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THE BIG THREE

Fusarium sambucinum

Fusarium coeruleum

Fusarium avenaceum
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Emergence Issues
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Blackleg/Soft Rot - Symptoms
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Blackleg/Soft Rot ï Causal Agents

Å Pectobacterium  spp.; Dickeya  spp.

Å Gram-negative rods

*
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Blackleg/Soft Rot ï Management

Å clean seed

Å sanitation of equipment

Å plant well -suberized seed pieces in well -

drained soil

Å reduce tuber bruising at harvest

Å do not harvest when soil temperatures are 

too warm (>25 C)

Å in storage, wound healing then cooler

temperatures and adequate ventilation
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Black Dot - Symptoms

SS
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Black Dot ï Causal Agent

Colletotrichum coccodes

SS
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Black Dot ï Management

Å use clean seed

Å crop rotation

Å adequate moisture and fertility

Å protective fungicides to reduce foliar 

infection

Å grow early cultivars
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Rhizoctonia Stem and Stolon Canker; Black Scurf

Rhizoctonia solani



Unclassified / Non classifié

Rhizoctonia Canker & Black Scurf ï Management

REDUCE

SEED-BORNE INOCULUM SOIL-BORNE INOCULUM
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White Mold ï Causal Agent

Sclerotinia sclerotiorum
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White Mold ï Management

Å protectant fungicides applied before infection

(number depends on length of time of apothecia 

production in the area)

Å manage canopy to reduce conducive 

microclimates (fertility, irrigation, etc.)
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Early Blight and Leaf Disease Complex
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Conidial morphology

A. solani:

  - long/slender

  - beak present

  - solitary

A. alternata:

  - short/club-shaped

  - no beak

  - chains
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Early Blight - Symptoms


