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Why Proper Sample Submission Matters?

• Accurate diagnosis depends on sample quality 

• Poor samples → misdiagnosis or no diagnosis 

• Saves: 

➢ Time

➢ Money (wrong treatments avoided)

➢ Yield loss



• Whole plants

➢ Includes roots, stems, leaves, tubers

• Plant parts

➢ Leaves with lesions

➢ Stems with symptoms

➢ Tubers with rot, scab or discoloration

• Always include transition zones (healthy → diseased tissue)
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Types of Samples to Submit



Do:

• Select plants at early to mid-stage symptoms

• Collect: 

➢ Several samples (not just one plant)

➢ Representative of the issue

• Include: 
➢ Healthy comparison plants
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How to Select the Right Sample



Avoid:

• Completely dead plants

• Severely rotted/decayed tissue

• Dried-out samples
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How to Select the Right Sample

The best sample is alive and actively showing symptoms!



• Use clean tools (reduces contamination)

• Gently dig plants, avoid breaking roots

• Wrap roots in slightly moist paper towel

• Place plants in plastic bags and tubers in paper bags

• Keep foliage dry
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Sample Collection & Handling



• Keep samples cool (not frozen)

• Refrigerate if delay in shipping

• Avoid

➢ Leaving samples in hot vehicles

➢ Sealed wet bags
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Storage & Shipping



• Potato Quality Institute (PQI)

98 Hillstron Avenue, Charlottetown

Phone: 902–368–8378 

Email: info@peipqi.ca

• THERE IS NOW A FEE FOR THIS SERVICE
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Where to Submit Samples

For the 2026 season, clients can still drop off samples at Access PEI locations 

outside of the Charlottetown area for delivery. The samples will be delivered 

to PEI Analytical Laboratories who will then deliver them to PQI.
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